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separate states each having a strong central government offered the best prospect of systematic and orderly rule.
In France and England political development was on the opposite line. In neither was the territory so large as to render the attainment of a single strong central government impossible. In England the process was assisted by geographical isolation. Even in despite of its connection, first with Normandy and then with the Angevin dominion in France, the consolidation of England had progressed tinder the Norman kings, and still more emphatically under the first Plantagenet, since Henry II. treated the English kingdom definitely as a unit. The danger that this development would be arrested by the stronger interest of Angevin kings in their French dominions was finally removed when they were deprived of two-thirds of those dominions by the King of France. The result was that England was the first country to emerge as a unified national state, in which it was possible to advance steadily from pure monarchism to con^ stitutional government, restricting the absolute power of the Crown without weakening the central government; since England was protected from the worst dangers of feudalism by the fact that only a consensus among a large number of the greatest feudatories could produce efficient resistance to the Crown.
Jn France, on the other hand, this was very far from being the case. In the twelfth century there were half a dozen great feudatories, none of whom the Crown could effectively coerce without the goodwill of the rest. The normal effective supremacy of the central authority, always maintained in England except under Stephen, required to be created in France; while the great feudatories were almost independent princes, their defiance of the Crown was directed to the retention and extension of the privileges of their order, not to the championship of public law.
The process which relieved England of the Angevin incubus at the same time helped France towards unification. It made the French king himself very much the greatest territorial magnate within his own kingdom. The craft of Philip Augustus made the King of France for the first time master of France; the lofty character of his grandson, Louis IX., gave to the Crown, in addition to its superior material strength, a moral prestige which raised the French king to the position of the most powerful prince in Europe.
The position which Philip had won was maintained during the brief rule of his son, Louis VIII.; but it was endangered when that prince 4ied, leaving only young children, and his widow, Blanche of Castile, to safeguard their interests, in 1226, Almost at once there was a general combination of the principal feudatories in antagonism to the regency of the Spanish queen mother. But Blanche was a woman of abnormal capacity and vigor. She sought the sup-